REZA    SHAH
Reza Shah desires nothing more than to be left
alone and undisturbed for the peaceful realization of
his ideals. He has many more reforms in prospect,
and although he is willing to encourage foreign
enterprises within his realm, he does insist, and
rightly so, that the rights of his countrymen be
respected, and that foreigners when they pass his
borders shall abandon their old conception of Iran,
and leave behind them all their old prejudices.
Nothing irritates him more than the " something-for-
nothing " complex of so many foreigners who visit
his country. The word " exploitation " is anathema
to him. He refuses to be exploited, but he is not
averse to friendly co-operation.
Reza Shah has always maintained that Iran will
work out her own salvation if her freedom of action
is not impaired, and he resents the suggestion still,
I am afraid, frequently advanced by those who do
not know, that Iran is in no need of assimilating
Western ideas.
He points with some pride to the re-establishment
-*of order, to the free development of the arts and
sciences, and to the revival of the national spirit.
He believes in the regeneration of his native
land, and it is his hope that before he passes on,
Iran will have regained all the ground lost by
the weak and incompetent rulers of the previous
regime.
He is not in the least antagonistic toward Great
Britain, for he realizes that Teheran and London
have   common   interests.   When   referring   to  the
difficulties which have arisen since his advent to
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